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A recurring challenge we face as an organization that strives to employ evidence-
based decision-making is: “how can we tell if things are changing?”

Excessive phosphorus has led to obvious blue-green algal blooms on Lake 
Winnipeg. People notice these. Viscerally. They can even be observed from space. 
But were they always there? Are they increasing in magnitude? Furthermore, how 
do we know declines in lake health are driven by phosphorus and not climate 
change, or zebra mussels, or flooding, or hydro-electric activities, or all of the 
above? Cumulative impacts and interconnected factors can make it challenging 
to focus on one single narrative.

So where do we get our information from to help assess our understanding of 
‘change?’ At LWF, we have been reflecting on how we can diversify our knowledge 
base, while also refining our understanding of the problem and positioning 
phosphorus reduction as the first key step in solution-focused efforts to protect 
Lake Winnipeg.

Certainly, scientific initiatives (like LWF’s top-shelf community-based monitoring 
program!) can advance our understanding of the changes happening to Lake 
Winnipeg, as can computer modelling, geographic information systems, and 
other new technologies and tools. However, I have arguably learned more in 
conversation with Indigenous people on the lake. Recently, I was fortunate 
enough to have the opportunity to interview many First Nation fishers who 
provided insights on currents, water density, fish migrations, algae types, 
species diversity, weather patterns, and the impacts from climate change, hydro 
regulations, the Hecla causeway and invasive rainbow smelt. Knowledge that is 
tied to experience has value. LWF’s strategic plan recognizes this with an explicit 
commitment to “respect Indigenous rights and jurisdiction and uplift Indigenous 
knowledge for the protection of Lake Winnipeg.”

In this newsletter, you’ll find scientific information on algal blooms, and learn how 
open-access technology is ensuring that phosphorus data being generated by 
the Lake Winnipeg Community-Based Monitoring Network can reach those who 
are able to put it to use. You’ll also read about the nationwide call for a federal 
strategy on environmental racism – one that would require Canada’s government 
to collect data on the environmental harms experienced by Indigenous and other 
racialized communities. If passed into legislation, this could help broaden the 
diversity of knowledge available to decision-makers.

				    – Bruce Maclean, Chair, LWF Board of Directors
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board of directors

join our board
We’re seeking new directors! This 

volunteer opportunity is open 
to all current LWF members. For 
more information on directors’ 

responsibilities, time commitment, 
desired skills and the application 

process, please contact us at  
info@lakewinnipegfoundation.org.

G
im

li;
 P

ho
to

: P
au

l M
ut

ch

mailto:info%40lakewinnipegfoundation.org?subject=


Manitoba’s new government commits to 
protecting Lake Winnipeg
The protection of Lake Winnipeg has been identified as 
a key commitment of the new provincial government in 
the October 2023 mandate letters issued by Manitoba 
Premier Wab Kinew.

Mandate letters outline the premier’s expectations for 
each cabinet minister, including priorities they are to 
focus on and objectives they are to accomplish.

Environment and Climate Change Minister Tracy 
Schmidt has been directed to “Work with experts and 
scientists to protect Lake Winnipeg and safeguard the 
health of all our waterways.”

Minister Lisa Naylor, who leads the departments of 
Transportation and Infrastructure as well as Consumer 
Protection and Government Services, was asked to 
“work with other levels of government to get the 
upgrades to the North End Water Pollution Control 
Centre done.” And Municipal and Northern Relations 
Minister Ian Bushie was tasked with working with 
municipalities to improve wastewater management, 
and establishing a multi-year funding model for 
municipal infrastructure and maintenance.

The health of Lake Winnipeg is both a provincial priority 
and a cross-cutting file, and we are encouraged to see it 
recognized as such by Premier Kinew.

To make measurable progress in improving Lake 
Winnipeg’s water quality, Manitoba’s government 
must ensure that policy and investment decisions are 
focused on phosphorus reduction, an approach that 
is both evidence-based and economically feasible. 
Immediately, we are calling on the government to 
accelerate phosphorus compliance at Winnipeg’s north 
end sewage treatment plant, the single-largest point 
source of phosphorus to Lake Winnipeg.  

We look forward to working collaboratively with 
Manitoba’s political leaders and public service – and we 
intend to hold them accountable to their commitments.

news

107 - 62 Hargrave St, Wpg, MB, R3C 1N1
Treaty 1 Territory & Homeland of the Métis Nation
info@lakewinnipegfoundation.org | 204-956-0436 
lakewinnipegfoundation.org
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Anti-racism learning at LWF
LWF’s 2023-2027 strategic plan includes a commitment 
to educating our staff, board, members and partners 
on treaty rights and responsibilities, anti-racism, 
environmental justice and the impacts of colonialism.

This summer, our staff and board participated in a 
day-long facilitated anti-racism workshop. Together, 
we learned about white supremacy culture and the 
norms and beliefs that reinforce the idea that people 
of European descent are superior to other people. We 
discussed how we can identify and interrupt white 
supremacy within our organization, and talked about 
opportunities to centre the voices of Indigenous and 
other racialized communities to build an inclusive and 
impactful organization.

Staff from LWF and the Lake Winnipeg Indigenous 
Collective also completed a series of webinars on 
environmental racism with Chúk Odenigbo, an 
intersectional environmentalist working to connect 
social justice, human health and the environment. 
We were shown how racism is experienced by Black, 
Indigenous and people of colour in the environmental 
movement in Canada, and learned how we can better 
hold space for diverse perspectives and experiences. 
We discussed Afrofuturism and Indigenous futurism 
to understand how different worldviews create new 
opportunities and new visions for our future. 

In September, LWF Program Coordinator Claire Harvey 
attended the Black Leadership in Social Impact 
Summit. This two-day virtual conference brought 
together Black changemakers from across Canada 
to discuss systemic challenges facing racialized 
communities, celebrate successes, and consider how 
organizations can advance equity, inclusion and anti-
racism. Claire’s reflections on this conference can be 
found online at lakewinnipegfoundation.org.

https://www.manitoba.ca/openmb/infomb/ministerials.html
https://www.facebook.com/lakewinnipegfoundation/
https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/node/3090


The election of a new provincial government provides 
an opportunity to reset Manitoba’s policy and 
management priorities for Lake Winnipeg. Robust 
evidence must be balanced with a realistic accounting 
of available resources to arrive at a solution not only 
designed to target the problem at hand, but also 
feasible to implement.

In the leadup to the Oct. 3, 2023, election, as thick 
green algal blooms covered Lake Winnipeg’s north and 
south basins, LWF reminded provincial candidates that 
phosphorus is the culprit. Around the world, scientists 
and policy-makers have long agreed on the importance 
of reducing phosphorus to control algal blooms in 
freshwater lakes. Research at IISD-Experimental Lakes 
Area (IISD-ELA), headquartered here in Winnipeg, 
has led to aggressive phosphorus-reduction policies 
implemented in many jurisdictions since the 1980s.

Yet in Manitoba – the very province where globally 
recognized research on the link between phosphorus 
and algae originated – we are lagging desperately 
behind in addressing phosphorus pollution and its 
impacts on our freshwater lakes. Over the past four 
decades, phosphorus loading to Lake Winnipeg has 
increased unchecked. Winnipeg’s largest sewage 
treatment plant, the North End Water Pollution 
Control Centre (NEWPCC), was regulated in 2005 to 
meet a provincial phosphorus limit of 1.0 mg/L. To 
date, it has never complied with this limit.  

Meanwhile, the costs to manage the causes and 
mitigate the consequences of phosphorus pollution 
increase. With new leadership in place, we are 
watching for the first opportunity for the new 
provincial government to address the ongoing non-
compliance of this chronic phosphorus polluter. 

Manitobans can afford no more delays.

Next steps for our collective advocacy

Together, we are looking to Manitoba’s new 
government to acknowledge IISD-ELA research which 
unequivocally demonstrates that phosphorus causes 
algal blooms, and to use this evidence to implement 
water-protection policies that aggressively control 
phosphorus to reduce algal blooms in Manitoba lakes. 

LWF renews our recommendation that NEWPCC’s 
provincial operating licence be amended to require 
sustained phosphorus compliance as part of 
the imminent next phase of plant upgrades: the 
construction of new biosolids facilities. Phosphorus 
compliance can be integrated into the design of 
NEWPCC’s new biosolids facilities using a chemical 
method of phosphorus reduction. This method 
offers a more cost-effective and timely solution than 
waiting for additional nutrient-removal facilities that 
may take decades and billions of dollars to complete. 
Passed over by the previous provincial government, 
this licence amendment would be a critical step 
towards evidence-based, cost-effective phosphorus 
compliance at NEWPCC, ending decades of delay. 

LWF and our partners continue to closely monitor 
progress towards phosphorus compliance at Winnipeg’s 
north end sewage treatment plant. We urge the new 
provincial government to seize this opportunity to 
meet its key commitment to protect Lake Winnipeg 
and safeguard the health of all our waterways.

New provincial government to oversee phosphorus compliance

sewage update
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new funding for  
biosolids facilities

On Sept. 29, 2023, Winnipeg’s city council approved 
$482 million in increased funding to cover the full 
cost of new biosolids facilities at NEWPCC, with a 
targeted completion date of 2030. This funding 

is a necessary next step in fulfilling the city’s 
responsibility to Lake Winnipeg. We commend 

council for this commitment, and recognize the 
leadership of Councillor Brian Mayes and Mayor 
Scott Gillingham in moving this project forward.44

https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/sites/default/files/23-02-09-PhosphorusNitrogenBrief.pdf
https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/sites/default/files/23-02-09-PhosphorusNitrogenBrief.pdf
https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/sites/default/files/23-02-09-PhosphorusNitrogenBrief.pdf
https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/sites/default/files/NEWPCC-Phosphorus-Compliance-Sept2022.pdf
https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/sites/default/files/NEWPCC-Phosphorus-Compliance-Sept2022.pdf


The green slime coating Lake Winnipeg’s beaches this summer was a 
reminder of the consequences of eutrophication.

While algae are a normal part of freshwater ecosystems, increasingly 
frequent and severe algal blooms driven by phosphorus loading have 
negative environmental, social, economic and human health impacts.

Dr. Caren Binding is a research scientist with Environment and Climate 
Change Canada who specializes in remote sensing and aquatic optics. 
Dr. Binding leads EOLakeWatch, a program that uses satellite imaging 
technology – “Earth Observation” – to monitor algal blooms.

At their maximum, this season’s blooms covered just over 10,000 
square kilometres of Lake Winnipeg’s surface, peaking in severity in 
mid-August with a large bloom in the southeast section of the north 
basin. The bloom observed by many in the south basin established 
itself slightly later; by late August and throughout September it was 
particularly intense.

The overall size and severity of 2023’s blooms are consistent with those 
seen over the last five years, and actually smaller and less severe than 
blooms observed before 2018. They also weren’t unexpected: predictors 
of algal blooms include the amount of phosphorus flowing into the lake 
and summer surface-water temperatures. Binding notes phosphorus 
loads in 2022 were above average, while September temperatures in 
Gimli were more than two degrees above recent norms.

Satellite imaging is a cost-effective way to obtain real-time 
information about lake conditions over large geographical areas, 
including remote regions. Combining satellite technology with data 
analysis, EOLakeWatch reports on multiple bloom metrics including 
size, intensity, duration and overall severity.

Monitoring more than one variable is important when assessing 
the impact of algal blooms on the overall health of Lake Winnipeg, 
Binding says. “A bloom might be very large but relatively low in 
biomass, or it could cover a small area of the lake but be extremely 
dense and therefore pose a greater risk for accumulation on 
shorelines, or the potential to produce toxins or lower oxygen levels.”

Something EOLakeWatch can’t measure is toxicity. A single bloom 
can include many algal species, and identifying the presence of 
cyanobacteria (more commonly known as blue-green algae) toxins 
requires lab analysis of collected samples.

Still, satellite monitoring is extremely valuable, Binding says. “The 
availability of reliable bloom forecasts is particularly beneficial for 
lake stewardship efforts, providing opportunities for early warning 
of impacts to recreational and drinking waters, better targeting of 
sampling and mitigation efforts, and improving predictions of future 
lake responses to management actions.”

monitoring algae
Multiple variables impact bloom severity, lake health

Gimli; Photo: Evelyn Ward de Roo

Victoria Beach; Photo: Nancy Greer

Camp Morton Provincial Provincial Park; Photo: @amythorkelson

Lake Forest Estates; Photo: @prairie.knight
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/water-overview/satellite-earth-observations-lake-monitoring.html
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Donors $1,000+ 
Paul & Nancy Edmond | Cliff & Linda Fox | Barb Gamey | Doug Harvey & Jan Shute | Brenda & Kelly Hearson | Dianne & David Horne | Jamie Horne & Sharon Kreutzer |  
Diane & Dave Johnston | Myron Klysh | Rob Langdon & Josephine Phelan | Bruce Maclean | Anne & Paul Mahon | Murray & Stephanie McCaig |  
Leslie McCawley & Harry Jung | Murray Palay & Ivy Kopstein | Jonathan Paterson & Angeline Rivard | Michael Paterson & Gail Asper | Stephen Paterson |  
Gerry & Barb Price | Jens Wrogemann | Gus Wruck | and other anonymous donors

Donors $500+  
Gordon & LeeAnn Ahrens | Jen & Scott Ash | Kevin & Sandra Ateah | Joyce Berry | The Black Family | Vicki Burns* | Cynthia Cohlmeyer | David Dyck & Tammy Sutherland |  
John & Nancy Embry | Arthur Fast | Brad & Monica Fedorchuk | Dave & Cathy Finnbogason | Moni Fricke & Bruce Martin | Roger Friesen | Sharon Geraghty |  
Christopher Goodwin | Ryan & Sherie Gray | Lynne & Jonathan Greer | Susan & Matthew Hall | Andy & Barb Humphreys | Alexis & Daniel Kanu* | Bettie Klassen |  
Philip & Judy Klassen | Cory & Paul Krestanowich | Stefan Kristjanson | Daniel Lee | Dennis Logan | Garry MacNicholas | Jeff Macoun | Susan McArthur |  
Andrew McDonald & Karen Peck | Michael & Stephanie McDonald | Penny & Ivan McMorris | Pat & Andy Miles | Joshua O’Keefe* | James O’Sullivan | Grace Palombo |  
Kristie Pearson & Doug Pollard | Beth & John Pollard | Dale & Ian Reid | Mark & Theresa Ruban | Sheila & Karl Ruban | Richard Rusk | Hugh Russell | Andrea Schroeder |  
Annie & Paul Scurfield | Kelly-Lee Smith Hermiston | Noah & Ronit Stern | Robert Sudermann | Vaughn Thibault | Eleanor & Dudley Thompson | Michelle Tracy |  
Morwenna Trevenen | Ted Tufescu | Herb & Brenda Vielhaber | Thuraya Weedon | and other anonymous donors

Donors $200+  
Brian Allison | The Alsip Family | Heather Anderson & Terry Brownlee | Richard Archer & Susan Howard | Michael Bailey* | Virginia Barnett | John Batzel | Brenda Batzel |  
Pamela & Gordon Beazley | Rachel Bergen* | Graham Bird | Susan & Dan Blunderfield | Karin & Jamie Boyd | Stephen Boyd & Aynsley Welsh | The Boyd-Sandelli Family |  
Mike Bru | Sylvia & Mark Buchholz | Mike Cavell | Mélanie Charbonneau | Arthur Chipman | Jeoffrey Chipman | The Cibinel Family | Andrew Conrad |  
Douglas & Susan Copeland | Gary Cyr | Joe & Dawn Cyr | Roberta Desserre | John Doherty | The Dompierre Family | Connie Drybrough | Dan Drybrough |  
Robert Dryden | Kae & Perry Edwards | Derek Eidse | Tamara Einarson | Charlotte Enns-Braun | David & Kalyn Falk | Marc Faucher | Bob & Sylvia Fenton | Paul Gaerke |  
Sandra Geddes | Pauline Gerrard & Roger Mollot | Gary & Penny Gilmour | Brad & Leslie Goerzen | Larry Goerzen | Jim Green | Mike Hamm | Barb Hansford & Al Keith |  
Gregg & Mary Hanson | Kyle Harris | Ben Harrison | Laurel Harrison | Sandra & Hans Hasenack | Worth & Rhue Hayden | Cheryl Heartfield | Charles Henaire |  
Dennis Hewitt | Carol Hibbert | Linda Hilash | Tom Hodgson | Carl Hrenchuk | Lee Hrenchuk & Paul Fafard | Jeff Hughes | Kevin Humphreys | Paul Infuso & Patricia Nesbitt | 
Arshil Jamal | Patrick Jessiman | Peter Jessiman | Grant & Wenda Johnson | John Kaye | Carla Keast & Joe Wiatrowski | Erin Keating | Ken & Betty Kilbrei |  
Tara King & Ryan Skrabyk | Rebecca & James Kirk | Ray & Deb Knispel | Sandy Koop Harder | Bill Kops | Audrey Korman | Colleen & Dave Kramer | Matthew Kroeker | 
Margot Langdon | Pam & Ian Lawrence | Marla Lewis | Alison Loch | Lyle Lockhart | Sean Longley | The Lysack Family* | Andrew MacDonald | Alan & Barbara MacInnes |  
Doug & Shannon MacInnes | Fergus MacIntosh | Murray & Patty MacRae | Mark Mahon | Courtney Marchant | The Masi Family* | Duncan & Sandy McCaig |  
Megan McCarthy | Robin McCarthy | Greg McCullough & Catherine Macdonald | The McCurdy Family | Bill & Deanne McDonald | Scott & Laura McDonald |  
Diane McGifford & Ed Wojczynski | Patti McIntyre | Don McKay & Marilyn Neufeld | Bob & Ilse McLandress | Leslie McLeod | Penny & Ivan McMorris | Bruce Miltenberg | 
Doug Mitchell | Nancy Mitchell | Aurelie Mogan | Louise Mollot | Hugh Moncrieff | Mary & Andrew Mullen | Lori Nelson | Morgan Neplyk-Beattie | Eoin Ohogain |  
Daria Orloff | DeWayne Osborn | The Paul Family | Patricia & Dave Peacock | Ginetta Peters | Laura Phibbs | The Powell Weier Family* | Brent Prusak & Stephanie Schultz |  
Chris & Selena Randall* | Dale & Sandra Reid | Hartley & Heather Richardson | Jean & Rick Riess | Ian Robertson | Darlene Ronald & Stew Heaton | Robert Rowley |  
Dimple Roy | Alice & Colin Russell | Bożena Rzeszowska | Mike & Janet Sampson* | Leslie Sarchuk & Derek Fewer* | Mike Scarola | Spencer Schellenberg |  
Paul Schimnowski | Neil & Carita Sheehy | Janice Siemens | William & Yvonne Skubovius | Bruce Smith | Ron & Janet Smith | Simone Smith | Ronald & Monica Storozuk |  
David Strong | David Taillon | Murray & Charlotte Taylor | Amanda & Kinsey Toews* | Melanie Tooley | Gary Turnbull | Moira & Todd Vickers | Jeremy Walker |  
Tim & Judy Walker | Heather Wallace | Charles Weppler | Keri Wersh | Andrea & Graham Wiebe* | Klaus & Dorit Wrogemann | Ken Zorniak | and other anonymous donors
* Monthly donors

Commemorative giving  
In memory of Jim & Kate Allardice The Allardice Family | In memory of Andrea Ronald & Monica Storozuk | In memory of Terry Angus Peggy Ansons |  
In memory of Nick Beaton Bill & Deanne McDonald | In memory of Moishe Black Rosalind Dick | In memory of Jim Brennan Anonymous | In memory of 
Cordelia & Donald Capar Debbie Capar | In honour of Holly Glew & Cory Chernick Kenny & Lynn Etinson, Gail Johnston & Greg Bieber, Simone Smith |  
In memory of Larry Cooley Scott & Margaret Young | In memory of Neil Crawford Anonymous, John Fjeldsted, Alan & Barbara MacInnes, Doug MacInnes,  
Bruce & Pat Thompson | In memory of Rocky Curatolo Peggy Ansons | In honour of Lynne Darragh Kristy Darragh | In honour of Natalie Dixon Allison Dixon |  
In memory of Anne Doherty John Doherty | In memory of Alan Einarson Meg Gray | In memory of Luise Elizabeth Joshua O’Keefe | In honour of Kay Evans 
Paula Evans Nash | In memory of Luigi G. Fasoli Valerie Fasoli | In memory of Paul Fieldhouse Maryann Giesbrecht, Joan-Dianne Smith | In memory of  
Geraldine Fraser Michelle Tracy | In memory of Bud Gardner Kristi & Derek Cumming, Susan Skinner | In memory of Hazel Goodwin Christopher Goodwin | 
In honour of Julain Gorchynski Debbie Capar, Lorraine Easton | In honour of Meg Gray Alison Campbell | In honour of The Hearson & Dompierre Families 
Margaret Clarke | In honour of David Horne Elizabeth Schirmer | In honour of Jeff & Brennan Anonymous | In memory of Judy Kaprowy Jennifer Lange | 
In memory of Keira Benjamin Hewson | In memory of Linda Kennedy & Phyllis Schioler Kevin & Sandra Ateah | In honour of His Majesty King Charles III 
Anonymous | In memory of Freda & Nicky Kozak Catherine Kozak | In memory of Allan Kristofferson Michelle Holigroski, Elva Simundsson | In honour of  
Allison Loat & Liz LeBlanc Kim Choy, Pat Hunt, Tracy Hunt, Carol Scott | In memory of Nancy Lockhart Lyle Lockhart | In memory of Lucky Ryan Gray | In memory 
of Murdoch MacKay Wendy Buelow | In memory of Jane Maclean Debbie Derksen, Esther Willinger Finch & Stacy Finch, John M. & Patricia Quinlan, Lisa Skromeda |  
In memory of Glenn Maddaford Charlene Koniak | In honour of Norm Magnusson Kim Horne | In memory of Valery Mains Kelly Freitag | In honour of  
Shelley Malyk Lise Leflour | In memory of Walter A. Mildren Gail Mildren | In memory of Marcel Mollot Kelley Powell | In honour of Morwenna Trevenen 
Anonymous | In memory of Frances (Russell) Murdoch Jean Altemyer, Joanne & Murray Conklin, Enid Durward, Murdoch Mackay, Celine & Larry McMahon,  
Jim Silver, Ken & Susan Skinner, Elizabeth Stevenson, Eleanor Thomas, Judy Werier | In memory of Othello, Harlow, Braxton & Kloe Sonia Robb | In honour of 
Susan & Jeff Quinton Sheila & Karl Ruban | In memory of Christopher Riess Anonymous, Susan Skinner | In memory of Dianne Sallans Bob & Cathy McInnes |  

thank you to our donors



 

BUILDING A LAKE LEGACY: LWF’S ENDOWMENT FUND DONORS 
Managed by The Winnipeg Foundation, LWF’s agency endowment fund was established in 2019. To date, it has been supported by the generosity of the 
following donors: Deborah M. Lyon | Ord Mackintosh | Donna Plant | Robin Wiens & Émilie Lagacé | and other anonymous donors
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The Lake Winnipeg Foundation is proud to be part of a passionate community of lake-lovers.  
Thank you to the following donors who gave generously between Oct. 1, 2022 and Sept. 30, 2023.

Sustaining contributors

In honour of The Sandells Family Anonymous | In memory of Elaine Simonson Marvin & Karen Kopp | In memory of Katherine (Kate) Stephens  
Allison Cowell, Rosalind Dick, Elaine Filyk, Linda Meckling, Thelma Randall, Buff & Linda Richardson, Shoestring Players, Bruce Smith, Geraldine Tooth | In memory of 
Nettie Suggett Anonymous | In memory of Colin Walley Marsha Blore, Valerie Clark, The Phillips Family, Starbuck United Church, Ken Temple, Walley Temple |  
In memory of  Pat Watson Graham Watson

Organizational donors 
ACI Mechanical and HVAC Sales | Albert Beach Property Owners Association | Alpha Forestry Solutions | Apple Pie Realty | Ateah Realty | Beaches Bike Repair |  
Zita and Mark Bernstein Family Foundation | Blennerhassett Family Foundation | BSI Insurance | Cambrian Credit Union | Canada Life | Carl Duerksen Medical Corp. |  
Carol’s on Leon | Cascades Containerboard Packaging | Cheryl Trainor, Coldwell Banker Park Avenue Real Estate | Cirrus Print Management | Creekside Dental |  
David Huebert Investments | Directors Guild of Canada | DMD Electric | Dr. Craig Haberman Medical Corp. | Dr. Ian Stuart Burron Medical Corp. | Dr. Kris Coulter Dental Corp. |  
Drew Allwright Contracting | Dyson Construction | East Beaches Septic Service | École Sir William Osler | Fort Group | George W. Shannon Design |  
Grey Street United Church | Hilary Druxman Design | Hillside Beach Community Association | Hillside Beach Trailer Park Co-op | Jardins St-Léon Gardens |  
Jones & Company Wine Merchants | Lakeshore Heights Association | LangeTwins Family Winery and Vineyards | MacDon Industries | Marym & Izzy Peltz Fund at the 
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba | McEwan Farms | McNally Robinson Booksellers | Mitch Poirier Plumbing and Heating | Nirvana Rentals and Property Management | 
Novek Family Endowment | Peeler Capital Markets | Poise Publications | Probus Club of Winnipeg #85 | Quintex Services | Silver Harbour Property Owners Association |  
Spruce Sands Property Owners Association | Sunnyday Environmental | Sunset Spray | Tétro Design | The Castelane Team | Tom Hayward, Century 21 Bachman & Associates | 
Trainor Trucking | Travis Films | Tri-Star Automation | True Strength + Conditioning | Victoria Bay Estates | Village Green Bakery | Waterford Global |  
Wayne’s Backhoe and Excavation | Westshore Community Foundation | WETT Sales & Distribution

Independent event organizers 
Bairdmore School | Dianne Cameron (North 59 Art Show) | Directors Guild of Canada | Anna Fillipin-Buller | Gimli Yacht Club | Horned Owl Kayaks | Robin Jewers |  
Daniel Jordan | La Brasserie Nonsuch Brewing Company | Morwenna Trevenen | Andrea Wiebe

In-kind support  
Barb Batulla | Elder Mae Louise Campbell & Jaime Goulet | The Cheesemongers Fromagerie | Chris Ford | Jane Gateson | Grand Pines Golf Course |  
Jones & Company Wine Merchants | Alexis Kanu | Janis Klapecki | Lakehouse Treasures | Lisa Lawrence | Andrew Mahon | Mountain Bean Coffee |  
Sherwood Forest Grocery | Tim Horton’s Beausejour | Trainor Artesian Water Co. | Urban Lumber | Valley Gardens Middle School | Victoria Beach Club |  
Victoria Beach Golf Course | Victoria Beach Grocery & General Store | Victoria Beach Herald | Village Green Bakery

Walk for Water 2023 sponsors 
Johnston Group | Quintex Services | Cibinel Architecture | Desjardins Financial Security Investments Inc.

Bike to the Beach 2023 sponsors 
Canada Life | Parrish & Heimbecker | Pollard Banknote | Montrose Winnipeg | Quadrant Private Wealth | Franklin Templeton | Payworks | Qualico | Crosier Kilgour | EY | 
Woodcock Cycle Works | Manitoba Cycling Association

Funders



data for decision-making
Lake Winnipeg DataStream offers open access to water-quality information
Reducing harmful algal blooms in Lake Winnipeg 
requires targeted phosphorus reduction in phosphorus 
hotspots. The Lake Winnipeg Community-Based 
Monitoring Network is generating valuable data that 
can identify phosphorus hotspots – but this data is only 
useful if it is accessible to those looking for it.

Enter Lake Winnipeg DataStream: an open-access online 
portal for sharing water-quality data. Launched in 2019 in 
collaboration with LWF, it’s part of a national DataStream 
network developed and led by The Gordon Foundation.

“Better data means better decisions,” says Carolyn 
Dubois, DataStream Executive Director. “When 
communities, decision-makers and scientists have the 
information they need, they can make evidence-based 
decisions to protect our freshwaters.”

Featuring searchable maps and other visualization 
tools, Lake Winnipeg DataStream allows users to 
select and download a range of water-quality data 
collected by community-based monitoring groups, 
governments, watershed organizations and researchers: 
from individual datapoints from a specific location on 
a specific date to entire datasets generated over years. 
A new national website, DataStream.org, launched on 
Nov. 2, 2023; among its features are a learning centre 
complete with how-to guides and other resources, and 
case studies showcasing how data is being used.

DataStream platforms, including Lake Winnipeg 
DataStream, were designed to be intuitive and easy 
to use, and the data shared on them is standardized 
and comparable, making it easy to track trends. But it’s 

the open-access nature of these online portals that’s 
perhaps the key to their success.

“When data is open and available, groups can see who 
else in their area is out monitoring their freshwaters 
and what parameters they are measuring. This reduces 
duplication of effort and increases collaboration,” 
Dubois says.

Having water data accessible also means existing 
resources go further. “Instead of each researcher or 
government department collecting their own data 
or spending hours looking for and reformatting other 
data, they can spend their time where it counts – 
creating solutions.”

Across Canada, a chronic lack of data hampers effective 
freshwater decision-making. A 2020 report by WWF-
Canada noted that 100 of 167 sub-watersheds assessed 
across the country were data deficient – a condition 
that effectively precludes evidence-based freshwater 
management. By providing a platform through which 
the Lake Winnipeg Community-Based Monitoring 
Network and others can effectively share relevant, 
usable information, Lake Winnipeg DataStream 
is promoting knowledge sharing and advancing 
collaborative water stewardship across the watershed.

“Partnerships are at the heart of everything we do.” 
Dubois says. “We often say open data is a team sport. 
Collaboration is vital for success.”

Explore phosphorus data and more online  
at lakewinnipegdatastream.ca.
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https://datastream.org/en-ca/
https://wwf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WWF-Watershed-Report-2020-FINAL-WEB.pdf
https://wwf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WWF-Watershed-Report-2020-FINAL-WEB.pdf
http://lakewinnipegdatastream.ca


environmental justice
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Environmental racism refers to the ways decision-
makers perpetuate inequity and uphold systemic 
racism when creating laws, allocating funding, and 
making decisions related to planning and industrial 
development.

Across Canada, Indigenous, Black and other racialized 
communities experience disproportionate negative 
impacts from polluting industries and other 
environmental hazards, and have uneven access to 
nature and environmental benefits. 

Environmental racism can go unnoticed because 
affected communities often lack the political and 
organizational power and the economic means to 
push back against unjust, discriminatory practices. 
Historically, these same communities have been left out 
of environmental decision-making processes.

Unlike the United States, which established an 
environmental justice program almost three decades 
ago, Canada has no formal framework in place to 
identify, monitor or manage environmental racism. 
However, that could soon change.

Bill C-226, the National Strategy Respecting 
Environmental Racism and Environmental Justice Act, 
is a private member’s bill currently before the 
Senate, having passed third reading in the House of 
Commons on March 29, 2023. If it becomes a law, it 
would require the government to examine the links 
between racialization, socio-economic status and 
environmental risk, and develop Canada’s first national 

strategy – with timelines – to assess, prevent and 
address environmental racism.

Bill C-226 would also require information to be 
collected about the location of environmental hazards 
and the health outcomes of nearby communities. 
For First Nations around Lake Winnipeg, this will 
be important for addressing the impacts of water 
contaminants, chronic flooding, and loss of suitable 
fishing and hunting areas.

The Lake Winnipeg Indigenous Collective (LWIC) is part 
of a group of environmental justice advocates urging 
the Senate to accelerate the passing of Bill C-226. A 
similar bill, C-230, had previously received support in 
the House of Commons only to die on the order paper 
when the 2021 federal election was called, and there is 
concern that Bill C-226 could become stalled.

“Right now, we do not know the extent of 
environmental harm visited on racialized communities 
until impacts are severe or widespread,” says Daniel 
Gladu Kanu, LWIC Director. “This bill addresses that 
ignorance by directing the government to collect 
relevant data that is essential to make better decisions 
for a clean environment for all communities.”

Take action: Send a message of support for Bill C-226 
to two Manitoba senators with significant roles in 
the debate. Senator Mary Jane McCallum (maryjane.
mccallum@sen.parl.gc.ca) sponsored the bill, while 
Senator Donald Neil Plett (don.plett@sen.parl.gc.ca) is 
the leader of the opposition.

How Bill C-226 is tackling environmental racism in Canada
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https://parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/44-1/c-226
https://parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/44-1/c-226
https://www.lwic.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fb6c9a90e73af2f0fbd4e9f/t/649479d892f6f960ff424e3c/1687452120410/23-06-CallforSenateVoteBillC-226.pdf
mailto:maryjane.mccallum%40sen.parl.gc.ca?subject=
mailto:maryjane.mccallum%40sen.parl.gc.ca?subject=
mailto:don.plett%40sen.parl.gc.ca?subject=


For many Winnipeggers, Jardins St-Léon Gardens is a 
must-visit seasonal shopping destination, known for 
its fresh, locally sourced fruits and vegetables and its 
friendly, bilingual staff.

Originally started in 1979 as a youth entrepreneurial 
project focused on agricultural food production (its 
name comes from the Manitoba town where its four-
acre garden plot and greenhouse were located), the 
business moved into the city in the early ’90s and shifted 
its focus to retail sales. It’s been operating as an outdoor 
farm market on St. Mary’s Road ever since.

Jardins St-Léon Gardens is now a second-generation 
establishment, co-owned since 2016 by Janelle, Luc, Colin 
and Daniel Rémillard, the three children and nephew, 
respectively, of founders Lise Mulaire and Denis Rémillard.

“We love doing this,” says Colin. “It’s a popular store, retail 
is fun, and it’s also a very noble profession that we’re all 
very motivated to do.”

In addition to supporting local farmers and making local 
food accessible, Jardins St-Léon Gardens supports local 
ecological stewardship. To reduce plastic garbage, the 
market donates ten cents to a Manitoba environmental 
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organization every time a customer uses a reusable bag 
– incentivizing sustainability at multiple levels. 

“Agriculture obviously is at the core of our company, so 
we know how huge the environmental impact of any 
sort of agriculture can be,” Colin says.

LWF has been the market’s charity of choice for several 
years – a decision Colin describes as “a perfect match.” 
Lake Winnipeg is intrinsically linked to agriculture 
because run-off from fields contributes to phosphorus 
loading to the lake. “We can see the lake, we can see 
the impact, we can see when phosphorus levels are too 
high and we have algae all over the place. People talk 
about it – it’s very relatable.”

By supporting LWF, Jardins St-Léon Gardens is aiming to 
mitigate its own environmental impact, while also drawing 
attention to the need for systemic solutions to systemic 
challenges. Colin and his co-owners appreciate LWF’s focus 
on public-policy advocacy to protect Lake Winnipeg.

“It’s not like it’s any individual person that’s specifically 
to blame. It’s just that we’re operating in a system that 
keeps trying to maximize growth and profit,” Colin says. 
“The goal is to highlight this massive, universal issue.”

Jardins St-Léon Gardens co-owners (left to right) Luc, Janelle, Daniel and Colin Rémillard; Photo: Jardins St-Léon Gardens

Jardins St-Léon Gardens’ local efforts highlight big-picture solutions

supporter spotlight



Thank you for joining us this summer! We’re humbled and inspired 
by the groundswell of support we’ve felt from so many communities 
around the lake.

Your donation – whether through Bike to the Beach, Walk for Water 
or online at lakewinnipegfoundation.org – directly supports our 
collective advocacy. As lake-lovers, we are united by our shared 
vision for a healthy Lake Winnipeg, and we know that individual 
actions add up to something larger.

Thanks to you, solutions are within our reach. Sustained community 
support through the years has made LWF what we are today: a 
tenacious advocate working to influence policy, guide investment, 
encourage evidence-based action and hold governments 
accountable to their commitments. Together, we are bringing 
the concerns of lake-lovers to the tables of decision-makers and 
pushing for phosphorus reduction to improve the health of our 
shared waters.

Thank you for joining in our collective efforts to protect Lake 
Winnipeg – now and for future generations.

cut mail-in form here

	 The Lake Winnipeg Foundation does not sell any personal information.  Our charitable tax number is 83010 7272 RR0001

	 Please find a cheque attached for:

	 $1,000	 $500	 $200	  
	 $100	 $50*	 $	 (specify amount)	

*All donations of $50 or more will include a one-year membership.

your gift makes a healthy lake winnipeg possible

OR Mail your cheque and this form to:  
Lake Winnipeg Foundation 
107 - 62 Hargrave St, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1N1

Donate online at: 
lakewinnipegfoundation.org/donate

This donation is 	 in honour of:  OR	  in memory of: 	 		

Please send recognition on my behalf to:

Name: 			   Address: 						    

Too much paper?       	I would prefer to receive this newsletter via email 

Want more info?	 Please send me monthly e-updates	 No, thank you

Name: 	 	 Address: 				     	  

City: 		  Province:		  Postal Code: 			 

Email: 		  Phone:		  Lake Community: 		

working together 
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Lake Winnipeg Foundation 
107-62 Hargrave St 
Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1N1

A clean, healthy Lake Winnipeg and watershed, now and for future generations. 
The Watershed Observer  |  Fall & Winter 2023  |  lakewinnipegfoundation.org

“When communities, decision-
makers and scientists have the 
information they need, they can 
make evidence-based decisions 
to protect our freshwaters.”

	 –  Carolyn Dubois,  
		  DATASTREAM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

https://lakewinnipegfoundation.org/

